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TRANS ACCESS ROAD 
Grievance 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [9.28 am]: Greetings, Mr Speaker.  
The SPEAKER: Greetings, member for Kalgoorlie. 
Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I thank the Minister for Transport for accepting this grievance. The Trans Access Road is 
an unsealed road linking Western Australia and South Australia. It is one of Australia’s longest roads, at 993 kilometres, 
and runs alongside the Trans-Australian Railway line, which was built in 1917. It also links eight stations on the 
Nullarbor between Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the South Australian border. In June this year I travelled the road in 
my Prado with the CEO of the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, John Walker, at the behest of two of my constituents, 
Mark and Karen Forrester, who run a certified organic beef business at Kanandah station, 350 kilometres east of 
Kalgoorlie. We left early in the morning before the sun was up. I remember that the drive was not bad—a bit 
bumpy, but still bearable. When we arrived near Kanandah station, we got into a Kenworth B-double cattle trailer. 
It is massive and looks more like a train. When fully loaded with cattle, the Kenworth B-doubles can reach speeds 
up to nine kilometres an hour. I realised then, “Whoa, this is really bad.” We could feel every single pothole as we 
drove along, which would not feel good for people or animals travelling on that road for a prolonged period. I invite 
the Minister for Transport to visit the Trans Access Road to see its conditions firsthand. 
The state of the road impacts many, including those from remote Aboriginal communities, such as Tjuntjuntjara; 
emergency services; tourists; and rail maintenance and mining vehicles. There are close to 10 mining exploration 
activities in the area. For a lot of these users, the Trans Access Road is the only access route, so they have no choice 
but to use it. The biggest concern about the condition of the road is safety. In 2014, two young Rawlinna employees 
died in a vehicle rollover and there have been at least five car rollovers in the past year. A woman rolled her car in 
April this year and broke her neck. She is very lucky to be alive. 
The Trans Access Road is the only emergency service access route along the entire length of the Western Australian 
section of the Trans-Australian Railway, and the Nullarbor pastoral stations, mining camps and Aboriginal 
communities. There is no backup way to get help if this road is closed due to weather conditions, such as flooding, 
and bushfires, which have occurred in the past. 
The average heavy vehicle trip time to travel the 320 kilometres from Kanandah to Kalgoorlie is 10 hours. The 
drive for me from Kalgoorlie to Perth, which is almost double the distance, takes six and a half hours. Of course, 
that highway is sealed. Animal welfare is a hot topic these days and sheep and cattle that have to endure the arduous 
trip for hundreds of kilometres would not fare well on their feet for hours and hours on end. They should not suffer. 
According to the Forresters, there are approximately 300 to 400 road train movements per year in addition to 
countless heavy rigid and light vehicle traffic. No doubt, all these movements have caused the deterioration of the 
road. The City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder is responsible for the upkeep of the road. It has pledged $2.4 million over 
the next three years for its maintenance and upgrade. My office inquired how much it would cost to properly grade 
the road and we were informed that in order to do so, it would cost the city its entire budget for the next five years. 
State government funding is absolutely necessary. I propose that the state government also call on the federal 
government to declare the Trans Access Road a road of strategic importance, which is a federal government initiative 
to connect regional businesses with local and international markets and to better connect regional communities. If 
this happened, the Trans Access Road would qualify for federal subsidies, such as roads to recovery funding. My 
understanding is that the local government has to submit a proposal to the state government, which would then 
push for federal assistance should it not have enough money to finance the project. Another suggestion is to train 
residents of remote Indigenous communities and prisoners in road maintenance. This would give them a new skill 
and knowledge that may be beneficial for employment down the track, and it would allow prisoners to give back 
to the community. Perhaps those who put up their hand to work on the road could get reduced prison time. 

On a side note, there have been calls for a Trans Access Road and Eyre Highway link road for many years now. 
The Trans Access Road and Eyre Highway basically run parallel to each other, with Eyre Highway a couple of 
hundred kilometres to the south. A 124-kilometre link road would connect the Trans Access Road near Rawlinna 
to Eyre Highway near Cocklebiddy and would provide road users with an alternative route to cross the 
Nullarbor. In times of flooding, the Trans Access Road can be cut off completely, so a link road would provide 
another way to enter WA or head over east. A link road would definitely boost tourism figures with people from 
the eastern states coming our way. It would help pastoralists transport their products and allow an additional 
access point for emergency services. It is paramount for the safety and wellbeing of road users and livestock 
that the Trans Access Road is improved. The Western Australian agriculture and livestock industry will only 
grow bigger once the road is fixed. We should always look at the big picture. What plans does the state 
government have for the Trans Access Road and a Trans Access Road link? Will the minister allocate funding 
for the Trans Access Road and the Trans Access Road link in the 2020–21 budget and the forward estimates? 
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Will the state government support the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder’s initiatives to declare the Trans Access Road 
a road of strategic importance so that it can receive federal funding? 

During an ABC regional radio interview on 4 November, the Western Australian Local Government Association 
president, Lynne Craigie, said that wheatbelt shires are unable to keep up with the cost of regional road 
maintenance. Increased truck movements have a detrimental impact on the state of regional roads. Last year, the state 
government collected about $950 million in vehicle licence fees, most of which was spent on updating state roads 
and highways. Some of those funds should be directed to local government. I ask the minister for her opinion on 
that. I again thank the minister for taking my grievance. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.35 am]: I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for 
his grievance and interest in this issue. I went to Tjuntjuntjara for the first time in May. I suppose people would 
not normally go there because it is a bit out of the way. I met with community members after this house passed 
legislation about the community’s certainty of land tenure. Visiting Tjuntjuntjara was a very interesting experience. 
I got to talk to people firsthand about their priorities. We sat around with maps and they told me about their 
experiences getting to Kalgoorlie and how long it takes. I think they said that it can sometimes take up to seven hours. 
It was incredible to hear that it can take that long for them to access the closest major town. As I recall, a lot of 
supplies are brought in from South Australia because of the community’s proximity to the South Australian border. 
We sat around with many elders and younger people with maps and I asked, “What is your biggest priority for the 
town?” They said better road access. We looked at a map and the road that they currently use—I am probably not 
across all the local names as much as possible—and they said they want to use the Trans Access Road. As I said, 
I visited the community and it made a very compelling case about getting road access to Kalgoorlie. Some work 
has been done in the past. In 2011, a working group was set up between the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, the 
Shire of Menzies and Main Roads to talk about road access and other roads that were proposed at the time. 
Following my visit in May, I had a subsequent meeting with the Shire of Menzies in Hon Kyle McGinn’s office 
in Kalgoorlie in July 2019. It was a memorable meeting for a number of reasons, which I will not go into today! 

Mr W.R. Marmion: We can guess! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. I should not say anything more, otherwise I will get into trouble! 

At that meeting, I asked that the working group, comprising Main Roads, the Shire of Menzies and the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder, reconvene. As part of this, a joint inspection of the Trans Access Road and the Tjuntjuntjara 
access road by the two local governments and Main Roads was planned this week, but we understand that due to 
a staffing issue in the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, it could not happen. It will happen at the end of this month. 
They will do a site visit and look at the whole issue; what is needed for Connie Sue Highway and the Tjuntjuntjara 
community, and what the scope of a project would be to primarily improve access for the Tjuntjuntjara community, 
which would also impact the Trans Access Road. 

The Trans Access Road is maintained by the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, which has a memorandum of understanding 
with the Australian Rail Track Corporation that the road is eligible for road project funding. As we understand, 
the city received $78 000 of regional road funding for improvement works and $66 000 of remote access funding 
to help improve the road’s condition. We understand that because of the budget issue, the city maintains only the 
section of the road that provides access to pastoral properties on the first 20 kilometres of the road north of 
Rawlinna, with the remainder of the road accessible only by 4WD vehicles. More funding will be provided for 
the Trans Access Road in the 2020–21 state budget. As the member for Kalgoorlie outlined, the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder is also committing $2.4 million for that project. There are a lot of facts and figures here, and 
I am happy to give them to the member afterwards. I want to talk about a few things. It was very clear to me when 
I was at Tjuntjuntjara that Aboriginal access roads are an issue across the state. A total of 56 communities, 
representing 37 per cent of communities that receive state-funded services, have roads that are not managed by 
local government or any state government entity. These orphan roads, as they are called, are not readily maintained. 
We have written to the federal government about orphan roads. Under the previous model, when the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Commission was involved, the commonwealth had a significant role and responsibility 
for those roads. When the commonwealth withdrew from that, those access roads no longer had a direct funding 
source through either local government or the state government. We are providing $3 million a year under a new 
program, and we are asking for a contribution from the commonwealth, though the Deputy Prime Minister; 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development. We are not asking for a lot of money, but it 
would help in servicing and upgrading these roads. 
We are happy to support the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder’s initiative to have the Trans Access Road declared a road 
of strategic importance, and we will be able to facilitate that through some correspondence, so that is not an issue. 
When I talked to the local community, I was shocked that anyone would tolerate having to travel for that many 
hours to access a major town. There is an issue more generally about roads to access Aboriginal communities. We 
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have written to the commonwealth government about that. As I have said, we are providing $3 million through 
a new program, and we hope to get some matching funding from the commonwealth. 
I am happy to look at getting a whole program for the Trans Access Road and Connie Sue Highway into 
Tjuntjuntjara, and having a partnership between the state government and local government, and potentially the 
federal government. We see this as a priority for the area, because we want to make sure that people are connected 
to services and to the road network. 

Tabling of Paper 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Mr Acting Speaker, on behalf of the member for Kalgoorlie, I ask whether the minister 
would be able to table the document that she was quoting from. She said that there are a lot of numbers and figures, 
and she is happy to share them. I ask whether the minister is able to table that. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will provide a formal response to the member, through a letter. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Thank you; there is no point of order. 
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